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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:





RE:                         Mrs. Vesna SIMUNDIC, 10 Allambee Pl, Valentine 2280


		      DOB:   2.7.62	





This is  to certify that I  have known   this patient as treating medical  practitioner for  over sixteen  years.


This report is being dictated with the permission of the patient.





The patient first saw treating psychiatrist Dr. Bruce Chenoweth in 1992 and whilst on treatment for her depression, was coping perfectly adequately until the events of 1998, which have already been documented.   Following that verbal abuse, the patient became socially withdrawn, at times unable to


leave the house, she experiences numerous flash backs typical of patients with a post traumatic stress disorder syndrome, poor sleep pattern and by her own admission, was not able to manage as a mother and as a wife. Indeed the marriage has subsequently dissolved.  The patient has also had numerous attempts at self-harm and was so socially withdrawn that at a times her only contact with me was by telephone. Since that time, it has only been in recent months that she has begun to improve and at the time of her last visit on 15th November 2005 appeared to be regaining some of self-confidence.





The diagnostic issue of longterm posttraumatic stress disorder remains controversial in psychiatrist circles


with some experts (in Newcastle I refer to Dr. Allan White, forensic psychologist), who claim that people with persistent symptoms of PTSD do actually have an underlying emotional disorder that the events of the PTSD uncover. Others argue that if the events leading up to PTSD are severe enough, the patient may experience ongoing symptomatology for an indefinite period of time, for example, Vietnam veterans.





What can be concluded in this case is that up until the events of 1998, the patient was managing on an emotional level both as a parent, wife and university student. After those events, the patient lost total self control and has only returned to a degree of good health.





Yours sincerely, 











DR. MICHAEL I. FERGUSON
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