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Wednesday 20th August 2003


University of Newcastle Researchers Top in $47 Million Funding Round Leading researchers from the Faculty of Engineering and Built Environment and Faculty of Science and Information Technology at the University of Newcastle have been awarded a $8,349,290 grant for a new Australian Research Council (ARC) Centre. The grant for the new Centre is the largest of the nine new centres announced yesterday by Dr Brendan Nelson, the Minister for Education, Science and Training.





Wednesday 12th November 2003


University receives over $15 million in research funding The University of Newcastle has had outstanding success in obtaining research funding from both the Australian Research Council (ARC) and the National Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC). In recent announcements from both Research Councils the University was awarded over $15 million for research commencing in 2004 and extending over a three to five year funding period.|





------------------------------------------- LET THE GAME BEGIN   ------------------------------------------------------


Tuesday 11th May 2004


University Financial Position 


The Annual Report of the University of Newcastle has recorded a financial deficit of $3.8 Million for 2003.  “This is a commendable result given the lack of proper indexation of staffing and other costs in the higher education sector over the past nine years,” said Vice-Chancellor, Professor Roger Holmes. “The 2003 deficit accounts for about 1% of our budget and is half what it was 4 years ago and under our growth strategy, announced this year, we expect it to be eliminated by 2006. In addition the University has:


- no borrowings 


- has significant cash reserves 


- and investments.”


 “We have been progressing several key mechanisms over the past 3 years to improve services, including a new form of accounting software and the installation of Nustar, the Student Services system, which provides students with far greater efficiencies including being able to enrol online from anywhere in the world.”  “These systems have been major costs to the University, as well as the costs of maintaining present infrastructure, building new facilities such as the Birabahn Indigenous Studies Centre, upgrading the David Maddison building and purchasing the Advanced Technology Centre on the Callaghan campus. All these are essential major investments for the future well being and development of the University.”





Wednesday 12th May 2004


Funding Certainty Underpins Research Expansion 


Minister for Education, Science and Technology, Dr. Brendan Nelson has announced that the increased funding which was available in the last year of the Backing Australia's Ability program will continue for the next five years."There has also been good news for University research in last night's budget. Support for University research will increase by $95 million over last year. Support through the Australian Research council (ARC) will increase by 16% and infrastructure grants, which assist in the costs of carrying out research, will increase by 15%. Also funding for research training will rise by $10 million," says Professor MacDonald.





Friday 14th May 2004


$3.2 Million for Gender and Health Research The University of Newcastle's Research Centre for Gender and Health has welcomed the Federal Government's decision to commit an extra $3.2m to the Australian Longitudinal Study on Women's Health (ALSWH)."The study is funded by the Commonwealth Department of Health and Ageing to provide policy-relevant information especially on the health needs and use of health services by women across the life span."





Friday 6th August 2004


University Signs Multi-Million Dollar Anti-Cancer Research Deal The University of Newcastle Research Associates (TUNRA) Ltd has signed a licensing agreement worth approximately $10 million with the biotechnology company Psiron Ltd to develop anti-cancer treatments. Under the agreement, ViroTarg will receive from Psiron, $5 million and 22.5 million shares, in return for the Licence, intellectual property and patents relating to the project and R&D milestones. Psiron will fund Professor Shafren and his teams' & ensure the research gets the support it needs." Professor Shafren is a Hunter Medical Research Institute Researcher in the School of BioMedical Sciences in the Faculty of Health at the University of Newcastle. TUNRA and ViroTarg would like to acknowledge the generous contributions of the Greater Building Society, Ausindustry and the NSW Government's  BioFirst Program without whom the project would not have been able to reach such an advanced stage in the R&D.





Wednesday 8 September 2004


Ambassadors Bring Home $12.5m In Conferences Newcastle has received an estimated $12.5 million in revenue over a three year period thanks to a program designed to attract state, national and international conferences to the area. Since the inception of the NCAP, it is estimated that the 53 state, national and international conferences held in the Hunter have  brought 11,000 delegates for more than 40,000 conference days, and have been worth $12.5m to the local economy. 





CASE LODGE AT SUPREME COURT





--------------------------------------------- UNI IS CONCERN  --------- -------------------------------------





26 October, 2004  University Financial Position  $3.8m deficit                  


University Review to Address Deficit Vice-Chancellor Professor Nick Saunders today announced  “Like most academic institutions the University is under relentless financial pressure. The fact it recorded a deficit of $3.8m for 2003 is on the public record, as is the strong likelihood that costs will exceed revenue this year by around $5m.”





Wednesday 17 November, 2004                                                                          SECOND MONTH


University Awarded $11.8 M in ARC Grants  The University has secured $11.8M in today’s announcement of the Australian Research Council (ARC) National Competitive Grants Program. The grants have been awarded to 47 research projects across the University over the next 5 years.





Friday 24 December 2004                                                                                    THIRD MONTH


$40.25 million continues the flow for water research A group of researchers at the University of Newcastle are part of a national collaborative research team which has just been awarded $40.25 million for research into urban and rural water cycle management and will receive the funding over 7 years.





Monday 14 February, 2005                                                                                 FIFTH MONTH   


University Financial Position -  $28.0M deficit The 2004 end-of year deficit is reported at $28.0M.Recently appointed Vice-Chancellor, Professor Nick Saunders, said that the shortfall represents about nine percent of the University’s annual budget.





“The deficit has been caused by a number of factors including the need to make adequate provision for the University’s liabilities, spending in excess of budget across the University and the omission of a payment in 


2004 by the Commonwealth Department of Education, Science and Training (DEST) amounting to $13.0M. The University of Newcastle is one of a number of Australian universities to be affected by DEST’s decision to recoup an overpayment made in 1999."





”2004 is the fifth year in a row that the University of Newcastle has recorded a deficit and the University is projecting another shortfall (approximately $15.5M) in 2005."





“The situation is very serious for the University and efficiency measures will have to be introduced which will unfortunately include the loss of staff positions,” said Professor Saunders.





“The University is currently reviewing its administrative processes and its academic programs. The outcomes of these reviews will be known over the next few months and will determine the nature and extent of the required


staff redundancies,” he said.





“The University will need to operate on a very tight budget for at least the next two years and there will have to be changes to the way we operate." 





"Job losses are, regrettably, inevitable, however we are doing all that we can to minimize the impact on staff and students.”





“The University’s motto is “I look ahead”. As the University’s community addresses the current challenges, it is important to keep in mind the bright future of the University and to continue to build on its strong history of achievement,” said Professor Saunders.





---------------------------------------------------- UNI IS BROKE -----------------------------------------------





23 OCTOBER 2006    CASE CLOSED





---------------------------------------------------- UNI IS BACK -----------------------------------------------





24 October, 2006   





                                    $ 1.1 M surplus





FEW WEEKS LATER





18 November, 2006      








                                   $ 25 M surplus, most likely

















