STAFF IN THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL WORK  2000

Brian English BSW (Hons) PhD (UNSW)

Professor of Social Work and Deputy Vice-Chancellor
Brian was appointed Foundation Professor of Social Work in  April 1990. He was Head of Department until 1993 and again in  1996/97 and served as Dean of the (former) Faculty of Social  Science, President of Academic Senate, Pro Vice-Chancellor (Academic) and Deputy Vice-Chancellor of the University (since             November 1977). Prior to his appointment at Newcastle, Brian was a Senior Lecturer in the Department of Social Work at the University of New South Wales and the Principal Researcher of the Family Research Unit at that University. Brian¹s interests and major publications are in social demography, social policy and administration and, more recently, higher education policy and practice. 

Jo Gaha   one of the foundation staff members

Head of Department August 1997 to December 2000

National President of the Australian Association of Social Workers (AASW),

has particular interests in mental health
Jo joined the Department of Social Work as a lecturer in  Nov 1990 and was one of the foundation staff members. Since then Jo has been an active member of the University and has served as Head of Department from April 1992 to December 1995 and again from August 1997 to December 2000. Jo is also currently the National President of the Australian Association of Social Workers (AASW), the professional body for social work in Australia. Before coming to Newcastle Jo worked in a variety of public welfare agencies, in education and as a consultant social worker in Sydney. She has taught in all areas of social work and supervises postgraduate students and has particular interests in social work theory, social work education, the history of social work, gender ideology, group work, social policy, and mental health. Her current research is investigating the changing face of social work in the Hunter region and social workers' involvement in the political process. 

Jill Gibbons BSW (Hons) (NSW), PhD Newcastle 

Accredited member of the AASW 

Jill joined the Department of Social Work as a lecturer in November 1990 and was one of the foundation staff members. Jill began her Social Work career in mental health on the North Coast of NSW. She has worked in the Hunter region since 1977. Jill spent eight years as Social Worker in Charge at Hunter Rehabilitation Service. She has a particular interest in the development of new services and programs and was involved in the establishment of small group accommodation for disabled people in Newcastle. She has also focused on group work, systems approaches to counselling, community development programs for aged and disabled people, and access issues for people with physical disabilities. Jill's PhD thesis examined the adequacy of services for adult survivors of child sexual abuse. 

Her current research interests include the development of critical thinking skills in the social work degree, experience-based social work education and evidence-based practice in social work. 

Debbie Plath BA(Syd) BSW (Hons)(Syd) MSW (NSW) PhD (Newcastle) 

Accredited member of the AASW 

Debbie joined the Department of Social Work at Newcastle as a lecturer and member of the original teaching team in February  1992. Working on the development of all areas of the social work degree and teaching across the four years of the course has led to an intimate understanding of experience-based and problem-based learning in social work education. Debbie's areas of academic interest include aging, families, critical analysis of ethical principles in social work and practice-based research, particularly qualitative research methodology. Recent research areas include critical thinking skills in social work education and a critical appraisal of the notion of independence in old age. Debbie's practice background is in local government, area health services, community development, service planning and working with a range of client groups. Debbie continues involvement with community organisations and 

Allison Rowlands Grad Dip Soc Admin, BSW NSW PhD(Newcastle)

 Accredited member of the AASW 

Allison joined the Department of Social Work at Newcastle as a lecturer in January 1993. Prior to that she worked for the Hunter Brain Injury Rehabilitation Program where she held the joint positions of Coordinator of the Transitional Living Unit and Social Worker in Charge, Hunter Rehabilitation Service. She has also worked in child protection and substitute care at the Department of Social Security (Sydney and country) and in mental health. Allison maintains an interest in disaster recovery management, having coordinated a number of disaster recovery programs, head injury rehabilitation and outcome measurement in health services, and international aid and refugee policies. Her PhD research involved a study of Circles of Support a strengths-based intervention for people with acquired brain injury. 

Liane Flynn, BSW, MSW (NSW) 

Accredited member of the AASW 

Liane joined the Department of Social Work at Newcastle as a lecturer in February 1992. Her practice as a social worker has been predominantly in the area of treatment for people who have experienced trauma. She spent 10 years in the Vietnam Veterans' Counselling Service in counselling, senior management and service development roles. Liane coordinated the Bankstown Sexual Assault Service and has worked as a Manager for the Department of Community Services. Her research interests include supervision and indigenous social workers, the topic of her PhD, child protection services and social justice pursuits. 

Conjoint Staff

Kate Baker  
Deputy Director of Social Work, 

  
Central Coast Area Health Service

Janet Vickers Director of Social Work, Mater Hospital 

